Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry (D - Davis)
4th District

As the first woman mayor of Winters, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry worked to
secure computers for every 6th-grader in the city, bridge the digital
divide by bringing broadband to rural communities, build a state of the
art senior housing development, and establish an Ag innovation hub in
Yolo County. She also helped bring a $75 million PG&E training facility to
Winters and worked to establish the Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument, to protect environmental lands across five counties. She is
Chair of the Yolo Housing Commission, Vice-Chair of the Yolo County
Water Association, and serves on the Board of Directors of the
Sacramento Council of Governments. Aguiar-Curry earned degrees in
business administration and accounting from San Jose State University,
after which she launched a consulting firm specializing in water, public
policy, and community outreach. Previously, she was chosen as one of
Congressman John Garamendi’s “Women of the Year” in 2015.
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Preceded By:
Bill Dodd (D)

Counties:
Colusa (p), Lake (p), Napa,
Solano (p), Sonoma (p), Yolo (p)

Major Cities:

American Canyon, Calistoga,
Clearlake, Davis, Dixon,
Lakeport, Napa, Rohnert
Park, St. Helena, Williams,
Winters, Woodland, Yountville

Supported By:
EdVoice, Jobs PAC

Opposed By:

CA Federation of Teachers

website link
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Kevin Kiley (R - El Dorado Hills)
6th District

After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in social studies from
Harvard University, Kevin Kiley taught 10th grade English at a high
school in South Central Los Angeles. While there, Kiley chaired the
school’s English department and started an award-winning speech
and debate team. Kiley earned a law degree from Yale University
before joining the firm of Irell & Manella in Los Angeles, where he
represented individuals and businesses in litigation. Kiley also served
as Deputy Attorney General and as an Adjunct Professor of Law at
McGeorge School of Law. Kiley also holds a masters in secondary
education from Loyola Marymount.

© District1

- D{strict 3

/_,J\ﬁf “'

Rocklin
L e -
District 6

= f

Roseville { {
Granite Bay L |

L

District 5

\ Cameron Park
Folsom  \ ) porado Hills —5

0 \

District 8

S—— District g '\
01 4 3.4

N R
A oo DMiles 7

WWW. Ccapitoladvisors.org Page 2 of 22

Preceded By:
Beth Gaines (R)

Counties:
El Dorado (p), Placer (p),
Sacramento (p)

Major Cities:

Cameron Park, El Dorado
Hills, Fair Oaks, Folsom,
Granite Bay, Lincoln, Loomis,
Orangevale, Rocklin,
Roseville

Term Limit: 2026

Supported By:

EdVoice, ACSA, CA Chapter
Schools Association, Walton
Family, CA Chamber of
Commerce, StudentsFirst, CA
Hospital Association

website link
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Heath Flora (R - Modesto)
12th District

A life-long farmer, Heath Flora has also been a small business owner
and volunteer firefighter for 15 years. He serves as a Director for
International Sales at the Exact Corporation, a family-owned business
that manufactures innovative products for both nut harvesting and
forcible entry equipment for firefighting. Prior to entering the business
world, Flora trained as a paramedic and worked for Cal Fire, where he
served as a firefighter, engineer, captain, and, now, as a battalion
chief. As a regional director for Sons of the Flag, Flora is working to
bring together community leaders, pioneering physicians,
experienced military service members, and dedicated first
responders to advance care and treatment of long-term burn victims.
He also volunteered in Cambodia, helping build churches and
schools in the region.
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Preceded By:
Kristin Olsen (R)

Counties:
San Joaquin (p), Stanislaus (p)

Major Cities:

Lathrop, Lockeford, Lodi,
Manteca, Modesto, Oakdale,
Riverbank, Turlock

Term Limit; 2028

Supported By:

CTA, CA School Employees
Association, CA Firefighters,
CA Medical Association, CA
Hospital Association
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Tim Grayson (D - Concord)
14th District

Tim Grayson previously served as the Mayor of Concord and, before
that, as the Concord police chaplain. Most recently, Grayson served
as a member of the Concord City Council. As police chaplain,
Grayson initiated Concord’s first Daytime Curfew Ordinance to lower
the incidence of older students skipping school by allowing local
police officers to return truant students to school. He also initiated
the region’s first “Community Court” for first-time juvenile offenders,
providing support and help to intervene and lead young people on the
path to responsibility and productivity instead of immediately to
Juvenile Hall, and reinstated police school resource officers back
onto local K-12 public school campuses by working closely with
school districts to identify necessary funding. Grayson also identified
and approved 110 acres of land for future use as a four-year public
college or university, the first of its kind in Contra Costa County.
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Preceded By:

Susan Bonilla (D)

Counties:
Contra Costa (p), Solano (p)

Major Cities:

Benicia, Concord, Lafayette,
Martinez, Pittsburg, Vallejo,
Walnut Creek

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:
EdVoice, CA Charter Schools
Association

Opposed By:

CTA, CA School Employees
Association, CA Federation of
Teachers, SEIU, CA Labor
Federation, AFL-CIO

website link
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Marc Berman (D - Menlo Park)
24th District

Marc Berman is a council member for the City of Palo Alto. A lawyer
by training, Berman is the former Development Director at the
Silicon Valley Education Foundation, a non-profit focused on
STEM education and closing the achievement gap in public
schools in Silicon Valley. A member of Palo Alto’s Infrastructure
Committee, Berman served on the campaign committee for Measure
B, a 2014 ballot measure that helped fund public safety, street,
sidewalk, and park improvements. He also volunteered on the
Measure A campaign committee to raise funds to provide
additional resources and opportunities to students in Palo Alto’s
public schools. Berman is a founding member of the Silicon Valley
Advisory Board of New Leaders Council, a non-profit organization that
trains civic-minded young professionals in how to create positive
change in their community. Berman holds a bachelor's degree in
political science from Georgetown and a law degree from USC.
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Preceded By:
Richard Gordon (D)

Counties:
San Mateo (p), Santa Clara (p)

Major Cities:

Atherton, East Palo Alto, Half
Moon Bay, Los Altos, Los
Altos Hills, Menlo Park,
Mountain View, Palo Alto,
Portola Valley, Sunnyvale,
Woodside

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

CTA, ACSA, EdVoice, CA
Charter Schools Association,
Equality California, CA School
Employees Association, CA
Firefighters, CA Medical
Association
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Ash Kalra (D - San Jose)
27th District

A resident of San Jose for over 37 years, Ash Kalra was the first Indian-
American to be elected to the San Jose City Council. While on City
Council, Kalra fought against cuts to public safety and has been a voice
for better schools, improved public transportation, and a healthier
environment. Kalra has also been one of the foremost advocates of clean
energy and reducing our dependence on fossil fuels. Prior to serving on
the City Council, Ash was an attorney for the Santa Clara County Public
Defender's Office for 11 years, where most of his time was spent in drug
treatment court where clients were given the opportunity to complete a
rehabilitation program. Additionally, Kalra has served as a law professor
at Lincoln Law School of San Jose since 1999 and previously taught at
San Jose State University and in inner city Washington, D.C. high
schools. Karla holds a Bachelor’s degree in Communications form the
University of California, Santa Barbara and a law degree from
Georgetown.
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Preceded By:
Nora Campos (D)

Counties:
Santa Clara (p)

Major Cities:
San Jose

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

CTA, ACSA, CA Federation of
Teachers, CA School
Employees Association, CA
Labor Federation, AFI-CIO,
SEIU

Opposed By:
EdVoice, CA Charter Schools
Association

website link
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Assemblymember Anna Caballero (D - Salinas)
30th District

Anna Caballero was first elected to the California State Assembly in
2006, where she served for four years. While in the Assembly, she
voted to extend state student aid to undocumented students applying
for citizenship and created a parks grant incentive for park poor
communities who build affordable housing. Prior to her election to the
Assembly, Caballero served as a member of the Salinas City Council
for seven years and then as the first female Mayor of Salinas. As
mayor, she raised over $80,000 in private funds to fund the city
libraries and put a ballot measure on the ballot to raise money for
essential services during a state budget crisis. After graduating from
law school, Caballero moved to Salinas to provide legal services to
farmworkers and started Partners in Peace, a non-profit to develop
strategies to reduce youth and gang violence. Most recently,
Caballero served in Governor Brown’s cabinet as Secretary of the
Businesses, Consumer Services and Housing Agency from 2011-15.
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Preceded By:
Luis Alejo (D)

Counties:
Monterey (p), San Benito,
Santa Clara (p), Santa Cruz (p)

Major Cities:
Gilroy, Hollister, Morgan Hills,
Salinas, Soledad, Watsonville

Term Limit; 2018

Supported By:

EdVoice, Equality California, CA
Charter Schools Association,
CA Chamber of Commerce

Opposed By:

CA Federation of Teachers

website link
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Assemblymember Vince Fong (R - Bakersfield)
34th District

For nearly a decade, Vince Fong has served as the district director to
House Majority Leader and Congressman Kevin McCarthy, managing
public policy issues for the region, working to create jobs, and fighting
to improve the quality of life for those living in the community. He has
helped to lead the conversation on energy independence in California
and worked to develop policies that permit business expansion and
enhance job opportunities for local residents. Fong started his career
with Congressman Bill Thomas, where he worked on international
trade policy to open up markets for American farmers and small
businesses. He serves on the boards for the Jim Burke Education
Foundation and Honor Flight Kern County, where he works to send
WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans to Washington, D.C. to see
their memorials. Born and raised in Bakersfield, Fong holds a
bachelor’'s degree from the University of California, Los Angeles and a
master’s from Princeton University.
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Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham (R - San Luis

Obispo)
35th District

Born and raised on the Central Coast, Jordan Cunningham is a former
prosecutor, a taxpayer advocate, and a local businessman and attorney.
After initially practicing law in Washington D.C., Cunningham became a
Deputy District Attorney in San Luis Obispo before founding the
Cunningham Law Group. Prior to attending law school, Cunningham
served as a Senate Fellow in the California Legislature, working for the
Senate Minority Leader on policy and legislation. Most recently, he was
elected to the school board for the Templeton Unified School
District. He is the former President of the Central Coast Taxpayers
Association, a nonprofit group dedicated to taxpayer education and
advocacy for fiscal responsibility in government. Cunningham holds a
bachelor’s degree in physics from Point Loma Nazarene University and a
law degree from the University of California, Berkeley. He resides in
Templeton, CA with his wife and four children.
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Preceded By:
Katcho Achadijian (R)

Counties:
San Luis Obispo, Santa
Barbara (p)

Major Cities:

Arroyo Grande, Atascadero,
Lompoc, Paso Robles, Santa
Maria

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

CTA, CA Federation of
Teachers, CA Charter Schools
Association, Jobs PAC, CA
Firefighters, CA Chamber of
Commerce, CA Medical
Association, CA Hospital
Association

website link
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Assemblymember Monique Limén (D - Santa
Barbara)
37th District

A lifelong resident of the 37th Assembly District, Monique Limén is a
second term Santa Barbara Unified School Board Member. Limén
also serves as Assistant Director for the McNair Scholars Program at
the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she has mentored
and assisted local students in transition to and succeeding in college
and graduate school. Prior to her work at UCSB, she served as the
Student Program Advisor for California Student Opportunity and
Access Program at Santa Barbara City College. She is an advocate of
women’s issues, helping create awareness of private and public
resources for women in the county as a former Commissioner on the
Santa Barbara County Commission for Women. Limén holds a
Bachelors degree from University of California, Berkeley and a
Masters degree in Education from Columbia University. She resides in
Goleta, CA with her husband.
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Preceded By:
Das Williams (D)

Counties:
Santa Barbara (p), Ventura (p)

Major Cities:

Carpinteria, Fillmore, Goleta,
Montecito, Okai, Santa
Barbara, Santa Paula, Ventura

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

CTA, ACSA, EdVoice, CA
Charter Schools Association,
CA School Employees
Association, American
Federation of Teachers, CA
Medical Association, SEIU, CA
Firefighters

website link
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Assemblymember Dante Acosta (R - Santa Clarita)
38th District

Born and raised in Southern California, Dante Acosta worked in auto
parts shops and car dealership while attending high school and
college, eventually rising to General Sales Manager of a San
Fernando Valley Chevrolet dealership. He would go on to have a
career in finance with senior leadership positions at Wells Fargo,
Prudential Financial, and ING. After 20 years advising individuals and
businesses, Acosta was elected to the Santa Clarita City Council. As a
city council member, he serves on the Economic Development
Committee, Film and Tourism Committee and as Santa Clarita’s
representative to the Southern California Association of Governments.
Acosta founded the Rudy A. Acosta Memorial Foundation, after his
eldest son, army Specialist Rudy Acosta, was Killed in action in
Afghanistan, and is a member of the fundraising committee for the
Portraits of the Fallen Memorial, a project that honors California’s fallen
heroes from the Irag and Afghanistan wars.
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Preceded By:
Scott Wilk (R)

Counties:
Los Angeles (p), Ventura (p)

Major Cities:

Canyon Country, Castaic,
Chatsworth, Northridge, Santa
Clarita, Simi Valley

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

EdVoice, StudentsFirst, Jobs
PAC, CA Medical Association,
CA Chamber of Commerce,
CA Hospital Association

Opposed By:
Planned Parenthood
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Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra (D - Los Angeles)
39th District

Born and raised in the San Fernando Valley, Raul Bocanegra was first
elected to the California State Assembly in 2012, where he served
until 2014. While in the Assembly, Bocanegra served as Chair of the
Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee and helped pass
legislation to modernize the public school curriculum to better
prepare students for jobs in growing industries like technology and
healthcare. Prior to his first election to the State Assembly, Bocanegra
served as a top aide to former Los Angeles City Council president
Alex Padilla. He also helped develop neighborhood public safety
programs and advocated for streetlight and traffic safety
improvements. Bocanegra has worked as a college instructor at Cal
State Long Beach and Cal State Northridge, where he is a lecturer in
the school's Urban Studies and Planning Department. Bocanegra
holds a Bachelors degree and a Master's Degree in urban planning
from the University of California, Los Angeles.
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Preceded By:
Patty Lopez (D)

Counties:
Los Angeles (p)

Major Cities:

Granada Hills, Mission Hills,
North Hollywood, Pacoima,
San Fernando, Sun Valley,
Sylmar

Term Limit: 2026

Supported By:

CA Charter School
Association, CA School
Employees Association,
Equality California, CA Medical
Association, CA Firefighters,
CA Chamber of Commerce

website link

GROUP, LLC
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Assemblymember Laura Friedman (D - Glendale)
43rd District

Laura Friedman is a second term councilwoman on the Glendale City
Council. She served as the Mayor of Glendale from 2011-2012.
Previous experience includes serving on the Board of Directors for the
metropolitan Water District of Southern California, as a board member on
the Southern California Association of Governments, Energy and
Environment Committee, and teaching producing at the University of
California, Los Angeles and Chapman College. She is the recipient of the
Environmental Champion Award form the Los Angeles League of
Conservation Voters and was chosen as Woman of the Year by the
Glendale Chamber of Commerce. Friedman is active with the Society of
Architectural Historians and the Los Angeles Conservancy Modern
Committee. She holds a Bachelor's degree from the University of
Rochester, New York. Friedman lives in Glendale, CA with her husband
and their daughter.
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Preceded By:
Mike Gatto (D)

Counties:
Los Angeles (p)

Major Cities:
Burbank, Glendale, La Cahada,
La Crescenta, Los Angeles

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

EdVoice, CA Charter Schools
Association, Equality California,
Jobs PAC, Walton Family, CA
Chamber of Commerce

Opposed By:
CTA

website link
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Eloise Reyes (D - San Bernardino)

47th District

Eloise Ryes was the first Latina in the Inland Empire to open her own law
firm, starting in San Bernardino and then in Colton. She has worked with
Legal Aid to provide free legal services to those who couldn’t afford
representation and represented Colton residents to prevent a toxic waste
dump from being located in their neighborhood. Reyes helped start the
Inland Empire Community Health Center and served on the Dean’s
Medical School Mission Committee at the University of California,
Riverside. Recently, she became an adjunct professor at Cal Poly
Pomona, where she teaches about democracy. She holds a Bachelor’s
degree from the University of Southern California and a law degree from

Loyola Law School.
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Preceded By:
Cheryl Brown (D)

e Counties:
San Bernardino (p)
Major Cities:
Bloomington, Colton, Fontana,
Grand Terrace, Muscoy, Rialto,
“[ San Bernardino

n Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:
Equality California, SEIU

Opposed By:

EdVoice, CA Charter Schools
Association, Education
Matters, Jobs PAC, Walton
Family
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Blanca Rubio (D - West Covina)
48rd District

A classroom teacher and educator for 15 years, Blanca Rubio
taught kindergarten, first grade, and fourth grade. Born in Juarez,
Mexico, Blanca came to the United states with her parents at a young
age in pursuit of a better quality of life and new opportunity. In 1997,
Rubio was the youngest person ever elected to the Valley County Water
District, serving two full terms. In 2003, she was elected to the
Baldwin Park Unified School District Board of Education, where
she served as President and Vice President twice. As a member of the
Baldwin Park School Board, Rubio helped lead successful efforts to
improve academic standards in the classroom and put more children on
the path to college or a good career. During her tenure, student test
scores have consistently improved and the graduation rate reached an all
time high with 96%. Rubio holds a Bachelors degree in Business
Administration and a Masters degree in Education with a Multiple Subject
Teaching Credential.
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Preceded By:
Roger Hernandez (D)

Counties:
Los Angeles (p)

Major Cities:
Azusa, Covina, Durate, El
Monte, Glendora, West Covina

Term Limit: 2028

Supported By:

Equality California, CA
Federation of Teachers, CA
Charter School, SEIU, CA
Medical Association, CA
School Employees Association,
CA Chamber of Commerce

Opposed By:
CA Firefighters
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Client Brief: New Legislators Profiles - 2017-18

Assemblymember Phillip Chen (R - Chino Hills)
55th District

As a Walnut Valley Unified School District Trustee, Philip Chen
helped turn the district’s budget deficit into a budget surplus and
established a “rainy-day” fund. Prior to serving on the Walnut Valley
School Board, Chen was appointed to the Governor’s Office of Criminal
Justice Planning under Pete Wilson, where he worked on legislation to
protect foster children, prevent gang violence, and fight drug abuse. He
is a former Reserve Sheriff’s Deputy and was recognized as the Walnut/
Diamond Bar Sheriff's Station “Reserve Deputy of the Year.” Chen
served as an Adjunct Faculty professor at the University of Southern
California Sol Price School of Public Policy and he currently teaches
urban politics at California State University, Los Angeles. Chen holds a
Bachelor’'s degree in Communications from California State University,
Fullerton and both a Master’s in Public Administration and Doctoral of
Education Psychology from the University of Southern California.
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Preceded By:
Ling-Ling Chang (R)

Counties:
Los Angeles, Orange, San
Bernardino

Major Cities:

Brea, Chino Hills, Diamond Bar,
La Habra, Placentia, Rowland
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Yorba Linda

Term Limit: 2028
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Assemblymember Sabrina Cervantes (D - Corona)
60th District

As District Director for State Assemblymember Jose Medina, Sabrina
Cervantes fought to expand access to higher education, strengthen the
regional economy, improve delivery of government services to the
region’s most vulnerable citizens, and protect the natural beauty of
Riverside County. Prior to going to Assemblymember Medina’s office,
Cervantes served as a Director for the California Voter Registration
Project, where she spearheaded strategic planning for field operations to
register new voters and increase civic engagement throughout the state.
Currently, Cervantes serves on the Board of Directors for the University of
California, Riverside Chicano Latino Alumni Association and is a member
of the Human Rights Campaign. Cervantes holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Political Science with a minor in public Policy from the University of
California, Riverside and completed an executive education program at
the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva (D - Fullerton)
65th District

Sharon Quirk-Silva is the former Mayor of Fullerton and a former Member
of the California State Assembly, where she represented the 65th
Assembly District from 2012-14. In 2004, Quirk-Silva was elected to the
Fullerton City Council, where she served until her first election to State
Assembly in 2012. While serving on the City Council, she created the
“Walk and Talk” program in Fullerton where she would lead citizens on
walks through the community and discuss issues of concern. In her first
term in the State Assembly, she authored legislation to help veterans and
foster children, to improve government accountability, and to increase
jobs in California. Quirk-Silva has over 30 years of teaching
experience and currently teaches at Golden Hill Elementary
School in Fullerton. She holds a bachelors degree in Sociology from the
University of California, Los Angeles and earned her teaching credential
at California State University, Fullerton.
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Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi (D - Torrance)
©66th District

Al Muratsuchi is a prosecutor and Deputy Attorney general with the
California Department of Justice and a former Torrance Unified School
District Board President who represented California’s 66th Assembly
District from 2012-14. Prior to joining the California Department of
Justice, Muratsuchi served as a criminal prosecutor with the Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s office. In his first term in the State Assembly,
Muratsuchi made job creation, education, public safety, the
environments, and veterans his priorities. As Chair of the Assembly
Budget Subcommittee on Education Finance, Muratsuchi helped
restore over $10 billion in funding for our schools, community colleges,
and universities and fought to save career technical education
programs. He also authored legislation to prevent bad teachers
from being passed around school districts by requiring
superintendents to report suspected teacher misconduct to the
Commission on Teacher Credentialing.
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Assemblymember Steven Choi (R - Irvine)
68th District

Steven Choi has been the Mayor of Irvine since 2012. Prior to to being
elected Mayor, Choi served two terms on the Irvine City Council and was
a Trustee on the Irvine Unified School Board from 1998-2004. Choi is
the founder and director of Dr. Choi’s Academy, which focuses on
providing tutoring and academic enrichment programs for
students. He has also taught at several universities and colleges,
including USC, University of California, Irvine, CSU Los Angeles, and,
most recently, Coastline Community College. Choi previously served on
the Board of Directors of the Southern California Association of
Governments and currently serves on the Orange County Public Library
Advisory Board. After earning his bachelor’s degree from Kyung Chee
University in Seoul, South Korea, Choi came to the United States as a
Peace Cours language instructor for the State Department. He also
holds a masters degree in library science from LSU and a Ph.D. in Library
and Information Science for the University of Pittsburgh.
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Assemblymember Randy Voepel (R - Santee)
71st District

Randy Voepel has been the Mayor of Santee for the past 15 years. As
mayor, Voepel built up large budget reserves, achieved one of the lowest
crime rates in the region, reduced city spending by 16% during lean
years, and established a teen center, ball fields, concerts and recreational
activities for children, families, and seniors. Prior to being elected as
Mayor, Voepel served on the Santee City Council for four years. Voepel is
a U.S. Navy veteran with two combat tours of duty in Vietnam.
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Counties:
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Assemblymember Todd Giloria (D - San Diego)
78th District

Elected to the San Diego City Council in 2008, Todd Gloria led the way
for San Diego’s first permanent year-round homeless service center. He
served as City Council President in 2013 and 2014 and as Interim Mayor
for the City of San Diego from August 2013 until March 2014. As a board
member for the Metropolitan Transit System and the San Diego
Association of Governments, Gloria helped expand trolley service,
implement Bus Rapid Transit service through the region, and add bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure. Since 2011, Gloria has served as the chair
of the San Diego City Council's Budget and Government Efficiency
Committee, where he helped restore critical services and championed
increased infrastructure investment. Prior to serving on the City Council,
Gloria served as District Director to U.S. Congresswoman Susan Davis
and worked for the County of San Diego’s Health and Human Services
Agency. He holds a Bachelor’s degree from the University of San Diego.
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